


- CASA served 1,291 children - 80% of the 
total number of children in the care of Child 
Protective Services.

- Judges appointed CASA to cases for 672 
new children.

- Of the 1,291 children, 1,020 (or 79%) had 
a volunteer/staff pair on their case; the rest 
were helped by a CASA staff member.

- 48% of volunteers who closed a case in 
2009 committed to a new case in 2010.

- CASA supported 497 volunteers assigned 
to cases and working with children.

- 153 new volunteers completed training.

- CASA helped close cases for 408 children. 

- 85% of these cases closed in a permanent 
placement for the child, including reuniting 
with parents, adoption or a permanent living 
arrangement with a safe family or relative.
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Highlights of 2010

Twenty-five years of powerful advocacy for abused and 
neglected children. 

That’s the milestone that CASA of Travis County commemorated in 2010. 
We’re grateful for the hundreds and hundreds of CASA volunteers who have 
been a part of these last 25 years and proud of the work they’ve done for 
children, but we are also sad to know that our services are still needed – now 
more than ever.  In the waning months of 2010, we saw dramatic increases 
in the number of children coming into the foster care system here in Austin. 
This increase in cases of abuse and neglect is a troubling trend to be sure. The 

silver lining, as we close our silver anniversary year, is that this community rose to the occasion in 
unprecedented numbers to speak up for children and provide powerful advocacy in the courts and 
in our community to help children build a brighter future. 

You are a part of the last 25 years of child advocacy by CASA of Travis County. We need your 
continued support as we move into the next 25 years.  By the end of 2010, we were advocating for 
approximately 80% of the children in the system here – or 4 out of 5 – but our vision is to have a 
trained CASA volunteer to speak up for every child who needs us.  I urge you to renew your passion 
for this powerful work. Become a CASA volunteer, support CASA, encourage others. A child needs 
your voice. Remember, when children can’t speak for themselves, CASA can. For the last 25 years 
and the next 25 years. 

Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

Laura D. Wolf
Executive Director

2010 By the Numbers Donors

www.casatravis.org    512.459.2272

Revenue & Community Support

Government Grants
$915,199 - 42%
Foundation Grants
$625,194 - 28%
Fundraising Events
$357,015 - 16%

United Way/Workplace Giving
$172,447 - 8% 
Individual/Corporate Contributions
$126,614 - 6%
Other 
$11,243 - Less than 1%

Total Revenue: $2,207,712

43% Hispanic

28% African-American

17% Caucasian

7% Bi-Racial/Multi-Racial 

5% Other/Not Specified

45% Reunified with parents

22% Adopted by non-relative

18% Adopted by or live with relative

10% Aged out of system

5% Other*
*Includes courtesy work from other CASA programs, 
Cases dismissed, Other outcomes

Program Services: $1,534,046 - 81%

Fundraising: $235,139 - 12%

Administration: $124,848 - 7%

Expenses

Total Expenses: $1,894,033

Fiscal Report
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Powerful Voice Giving Society
As of December 31, 2010, these donors are helping to ensure our 
long-term sustainability by pledging a substantial, multi-year gift:

- Advocated for more children and supported more volunteers
Nearly 1,300 children who had been abused or neglected received 
advocacy from a trained CASA volunteer or staff member. That’s more 
children than ever and a 17% increase over 2009!  About 500 committed 
volunteers – also a record number – provided a voice for children.  

 - Fostered relationships in diverse communities and built cultural competency 
CASA committed to providing the best advocacy for children by increasing the diversity of CASA 
volunteers and equipping volunteers and staff with skills and resources to work with children and 
families from diverse backgrounds. We dedicated resources to fostering new relationships and 
expanding our visibility within the African-American and Hispanic/Latino communities. In turn, we 
saw a steady increase in the diversity of volunteers. Cultural competency trainings like “Knowing 
Who You Are” and “Race-The Power of an Illusion” better prepared CASA volunteers and staff 
to work with diverse families and deepened understanding of racial/ethnic disparities and the 
disproportionate number of children of color in the child welfare system. 

 - Served as a statewide and national model for other CASA programs 
National CASA invited Executive Director Laura Wolf and Community Outreach Liaison Sonia 
Kotecha to present at their annual conference on our work on disproportionality, diversity and 
inclusiveness. At the Texas CASA conference, our Transitioning Youth team, Foster Youth Alumni 
Panel and volunteers presented their work with teens aging out of the foster care system to dozens 
of CASA staff and volunteers from around the state, and Communications Manager Callie Langford 
presented on social media to CASA programs building their online presence.

 - Increased CASA’s visibility in our community
More people than ever know about CASA, thanks to two special gifts. First, 
National CASA funded a volunteer recruitment campaign featuring our diverse 
volunteers on billboards, radio, TV, social media and more. Then, global 
digital marketing firm Razorfish donated a 6-month digital campaign, creating 
the tagline “When children can’t speak for themselves, CASA can,” that was 
broadcast nationwide via 72 million donated website 
banner ad impressions. 

 - Formed new and successful partnership with The Superhero Foundation
When The Superhero Foundation invited us to join this growing national 
movement to fight child abuse, we leapt! With a powerful new theme – 
“Every child needs a hero, but abused children need superheroes” – our 
2010 CASA Superhero Run grew by 57% with 1,100 runners (or, rather, 
Superheroes) who came in costume to show their support for our kids.

2010 Board of Directors: President - David Rubin, Lissa Adams, Shawn Ball, 
Jessica Blacklock, Orlando Castillo, David Chasis, Denise Conway, Jamie Cotton, Matt Hamilton, 

Albert Hawkins, Debbie Holley, G Herver, Kemp Kasling, April Kubik, Kirk Lewis, Todd Lewis, 
Joyce Lindsey, Laura Malnar, Erin Nelson, Lee E. Potts, Andy Valenzuela

Mission: CASA of Travis County exists to promote and protect the best interest of children who 
have been abused or neglected, by training volunteers to advocate for them in courts, in schools 

and in our community to help them find safe, permanent and loving homes.

Vision: For every child who needs us, CASA of Travis County envisions 
a trained volunteer advocate, a safe home and a promising future.

CASA of Travis County is a member of Texas CASA and the National CASA Association.
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To commemorate our 25th anniversary, the 2010 CASAblanca Gala 
honored those who started and have sustained CASA of Travis County:

•	 Denise Conway, Longest-Serving Board Member 
•	 Rebel Pais, Longest-Serving Volunteer 
•	 Judge Joseph H. Hart, CASA of Travis County Founder
•	 Winnie Gage, CASA of Travis County Founder
•	 Jane Piper, CASA of Travis County Founder
•	 Sandra Martin, First Executive Director
•	 The Junior League of Austin, For providing the first three years of 		

		  funding for CASA of Travis County

If you feel you’ve been left off this list or we misspelled your name, please 
accept our apologies and kindly let us know so we can properly thank you.

In 2010, volunteers donated an estimated 39,760 hours valued at approximately $828,996.
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